
 

 

 

3rd-6th Fireweed Academy Newsletter 

Week of January 22, 2018 

News For the Week ! 
 

Fabulous Friendly Friday ! 

 
Friday afternoon was a perfect reminder of how important it is for us to continue 

working towards combining our two campuses under one roof.  It is always a great 

experience to get all of the kids from Kindergarten through 6th grade engage in a 

variety of activities that support the school’s Mission, Vision and Core Values.  

Jon, Kim, Stephanie, Mo, and I all led different teambuilding activities that 

required cooperation, reasoning ability, creativity, and problem solving.  And as a 

bonus they were all, a whole lot of fun.  Hopefully you have been able to check out 

the photos I have posted on the school’s Facebook page.  Speaking of working 

towards one campus, please review the request below for volunteers to oversee the 

development and operation of a non-profit 501c3 for the school.  -Todd 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

“The Orchestra Swings” Friday, Feb. 2nd at Mariner Theater 
 

Link Up Concert with the Kenai Peninsula Orchestra and other KPBSD schools! Our 

students are singing and playing recorder for the concert. Concert starts at 7 PM. 

Students will need to meet earlier and time/location will be announced.  

 

“Current” Events at Fireweed ! 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Student Led Parent Conferences 

Student Led conferences will be held February 8 and 9, 2018. Call Janet at 235-

9728 to schedule your child’s appointment. Remember, the earlier you call, the 

more choice you will have for a conference time! 

One Campus Dream Plan ! 

Fireweed is working on becoming a non-profit 501c3 and need volunteers for the 

board. This is a separate board than the Academic Policy Committee and will be 

focused on raising funds to unite our two schools under one roof.  If you are 

willing to serve on this board, or know a community member who may have a 

particular expertise, please have them contact Mo or Todd.   

mwilkinson@kpbsd.org or thindman@kpbsd.org  

Thanks!  We can begin writing grants as soon as we have the board and bylaws put 

together and are approved.  
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6th Grade Lunch Fundraiser: Pulled Pork Sandwiches on Wednesday, 

February 7th at BFW 
 

11:50 – 12:20 Students and parents can eat pulled pork sandwiches w/ homemade 

BBQ Sauce, slaw and potato salad all served by the 6th grade students.  A $4 

donation for students and a $7 donation for adults is much appreciated as a fund 

raiser for their Spring trip. 

Student Climate and Mindset Survey for 3rd through 6th Grade, Parent 

Permission Slip is Required! 

In February, KPBSD is administering a survey to gauge student perceptions and 

experiences in the following areas: 

1) Community and Connectedness:  Measures the extent to which students feel 

connected to their school, community, and other students. 

2) School Climate:  Measures the school climate and learning environment, with 

emphasis on fairness and respect. 

3) Social-Emotional Learning:  Measures student confidence in areas such as 

relationship skills, self-awareness, self-management, and empathy. 

4) Student Mindset: Measures key aspects of student mindset, including self-

knowledge, hope for the future, and persistence through challenges. 

Results from the survey will be used to assess Fireweed’s and KPBSD’s progress 

toward meeting important goals within the school district’s strategic plan. 

Please return the parent permission slip to Janet, as soon as possible.  If you have 

questions or would like to review the survey, let Todd know. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
CHILD FIND FREE DEVELOPMENTAL, VISION & HEARING SCREENINGS 

FOR: Preschoolers (3 to 5 years old) 

Learn more about your child’s speech/language development, early learning 

concepts, fine & gross motor skills, hearing & vision.  

WHERE: Chapman School 

WHEN: Tuesday Feb 6, 2018, 9:30 – 2:30 

CONTACT: 235-8671 for appointment 

 

WHERE: McNeil Canyon School 

WHEN: Wednesday Feb 7, 2018, 9:30 – 2:30 

CONTACT: 235-8181 for appointment 

 

These free screenings are completed by the Kenai Peninsula Borough School 

District Child Find Program 

For additional information, contact Robin @ 714-8930 

 

MATH HOMEWORK CLUB  

 
Jon’s Math Club continues on Thursdays. This is an opportunity for students to log 

onto ALEKS.COM or work on paper-based homework. The remaining dates are as 

follows Jan. 25th, Feb. 1st, 15th, 22nd, and Mar. 1st. Pick-up should be promptly at 

3:45. Snack is provided. 



 

 

 

 

 

Fireweed Academy / WHE PBIS News 

 
With the chip jar full, we are having our next PBIS celebration: Kaleidoscope 

on Thursday, January 25th. During this celebration, students will choose and 

participate in a variety of activities including Sledding (snow permitting!), origami, 

chess, checkers, and just dance. Each activity will take place in a different location 

in the school and teachers and staff members will be facilitating the fun! Look and 

listen for more information about the date and time in the near future.                                                                                                                                

   

 

KPBSD News You Can Use 

 
Homer Area Transportation Chat  

Principal Eric Waltenbaugh will be hosting the meeting on Thursday, January 25, 

2018, from 6:00 – 8:00 pm in the West Homer Elementary Library. 

Topics to be addressed are: 

1. Transportation safety 

2. Bus routing 

3. Communication concerning transportation issues 

4. Traffic Congestion at schools 

5. Increasing bus ridership 

  Upcoming 3-6 Dates: Mark your calendars! 

 
Monday, Feb. 5th         Academic Policy Committee Meeting @ 4:30 in Room 104 BFW 

Wednesday, Feb. 7th     Early Release Day, students are dismissed at 1:10 PM 

Thursday, Feb. 8th       Student Led Parent Conferences 

Friday, Feb. 9th           Student Led Parent Conferences 

March 12-16    Spring Break Week 
 



 

 

6. After-School Programs 

7. State and District transportation guidelines 

 

David May, KPBSD Director of Planning and Operations; Rachelle Goniotakis, KPBSD 

Transportation Manager; and Julie Cisco, Apple Bus Company, Regional Manager, 

will be in attendance to address these topics and respond to questions. 

Dollars & Cents 
The Kenai Peninsula Borough School District requests input from staff, parents, 

and community members at the districtwide KPBSD budget development meetings. 

Homer’s is scheduled for: 

 Tuesday, February 20, 2018 @ 5:30 p.m. in the Homer High School Library 

 

As new budget information becomes available it will be posted 

here:  http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=38.  If you have 

questions, please call Natalie Bates at 714-8888. 

 
ALL INTERESTED PARENT VOLUNTEERS 

If you would like to be volunteering at the school, please take a moment to 

complete this on line volunteer screening.  It’s easy! So… take care of it quickly 

and join us in the classroom!!! 

 

Read this…School District News… Mandatory Volunteer Screening 

Anyone interested in being a school volunteer needs to complete an online form and 

agree to a background check; only criminal activity will be checked.  All information 

will be kept confidential and information can only be accessed by a few members of 

the Human Resources department.  To complete the screening process, visit the 

District’s web page at www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us and click on Employment, then click on 

Volunteer, then on Volunteer All Vacancies, and find the location where you wish to 

volunteer.  Click the ‘Apply’ button that corresponds to that location, then follow 

the instructions.  Please contact the Human Resources department at 907-714-

8888 if you have questions.  

 

HOT LUNCH/BREAKFAST PROGRAM 

We have a hot lunch program here at the school. If you would like your child to 

have hot lunch, they will sign up first thing in the morning! Hot lunch is $0.40 or 

http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=38


 

 

free if you qualify for free/reduced program or $3 full price. Milk is also available 

for purchase for $0.60. Breakfast is $2 or free if you qualified for the 

free/reduced program. The ‘Student Programs’ application is what you fill out to 

see if you are qualified for free/reduced meals. It will be in your first day packet. 

If your student was approved for free or reduced price meals at the close of the 

20117-2018 school year, his/her meal benefits will be continued for UP to 30 days 

at the start of the 2017-2018 school year. This allows your student to receive meal 

benefits while a new application is processed. The school district offers a hot 

breakfast program as well. If your student is on the free/Reduced program, there 

is no fee for breakfast, otherwise the cost is $1.75. 

 


